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SECRET 28 earen 1959

PERSONAL -- SECRET
Dear Allen:

This morning I discussed with my staff the urgency of
taking action to rectify the rapidly deteriorating situation in
Iraq before that country comes under complete Communist
domination,

That you share my concern is evident from the ex-
pressed interest of your representatives in discussion with
my people as to ways and means of bringing certain of your
assets to bear.

I don't presume to suggest courses of action open to
you since you have undoubtedly long since considered, among
others, such things as the introduction of clandestine agents
into Iraq from the UAR, Turkey, or Iran for subversive
measures and the initiation of a propaganda campaign centered
on the potential disaffection of the Iraqi tribes. However, as
a controlling factor to stop the drift toward Communism, oil
seems the most important. Any indication of the possibility
of a radical decrease in oil revenues as a result of the recent
trend should be effective; for example --rumors or threats of
cutting pipe lines, stoppage of oil flow to the Mediterranean
via Syria, increase of oil purchases elsewhere by the West
and attendant nonpurchase from Iraq. Conversely, indica-
tions of the possibility of increased oil revenues through more
favorable agreements and increased sales to the West should
have considerable braking effect on the slide toward Communism,
and might, in the long run, reverse the present trend.

The Navy stands ready to assist you in every possible way
in any operation your imaginative and ingenious people may de -

vise. I believe you share my sense of urgency.

PERSONAL -- SECRET
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'MEMORANDUM FOR:  poy

Attached ig g Proposed answer to Arleigh
Burke's letter of 28 March on Iraq (Teb A).

STAT

15 April 1959
(DATE)

l_ FeRM WNO. 10.767 JAN 7953 (47)
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6 April 1959
MEMORANDUM FOR: Assistant to the Deputy Director (Flaas)
SUBJECT : Letter to the Director from Admiral Arleigh
Burke, Chief of Naval Operations, dated
28 March 1959

Herewith is a lotter from Admiral Burke te the Director for
your information. I received this before it had gons through the
machinery of the Directer's Office, and I bolicve we should take the
initiative to draft an acknowledgment for the Director's sigaature,

The incoming (or a copy thereof) might then be passed to | 25X1
for his cousideration. I suggest that the line to be taken in the reply

could be that we are vigorously exploring with the Department of State

types of action designed to stem the line of Comrauniem in Iraq. It

may be that we will want to use this letter to elicit Navy help (which

includes the Marines) in some paramilitary plananing for this ares. It

is not to be forgotten that the Nary would probably have primary respon-
aibility for amy Military task force in the Persian Gulf,

) R T " ié",;‘
RICHARD M. BISSELL, JR,

Deputy Director
(Plans)
Attachment:
Subject Letter w/Att.

(oD/P]

/é C/NE Division, DD/P
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